
Mapping Floods in Tamil Nadu using ALOS-2 PALSAR-2 Images
Legend
Flood Date      : 09 De ce m be r 2015
Sate llite Im age : ALOS2 PALSAR-2

18 February 2015
Combined 18 February and
30 September 2015

Co
py
rig
ht 
 (c
) A
LO
S-
2 P
AL
SA
R-
2

Satellite images of 09 December 2015

09 De c. 2015 (Post Disaste r)
Crop w ith standing w ate r T he de piction and use of boundarie s, ge ographic nam e s and relate d data show n in the se

m aps are based on the source s they have be e n draw n from  and quoted. T he se  are ne ithe r
e rror-fre e  nor do the y im ply official e ndorse m e nt or the position of IWMI.
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District boundary

Last m onth saw  Che nnai’s w e tte st Nove m be r in a ce ntury. Hom e  to 4.3 m illion pe ople, the city’s rainfall of 490 m m
on 1 Dece m be r w as the highe st in 100 years. T he re sult has be e n w ide spre ad flooding w ith many parts of the
conurbation unde r w ate r. Ove r 250 pe ople are fe are d dead, w ith many m ore  m ade hom e le ss.  On T hursday Prim e
Ministe r of India Nare ndra Modi surve yed the subm e rged state capital and adjoining areas and announced an
im m e diate re lie f of 300m illion USD for flood-hit Tam il Nadu.
IWMI in coope ration w ith Se ntine l Asia in particular Japan Ae rospace Exploration Age ncy (JAXA) activated
disaste r charte r for Dece m be r 03, 2014 at 16:43hours using ALOS-2 PALSAR-2 im age s. T he im age s clearly
highlight areas of standing w ate r in and around Che nnai city. Approxim ately 25sq.k m  is still inundated by extre m e
rainfall betw e e n Nov 30 and Dec 2, 2015. Furthe r the JAXA m ade ne w  satellite acquisition for Dece m be r 09, 2015
to get update on the flood condition. T he areas around Che nnai nam ely T hiruvallur, Ponne ri are still w ith flood
w ate r.
T he m aps can be ve ry w e ll used by NDRF, asse ssm e nt on flood insure d losse s and aid age ncie s to unde rstand
the areas w he re  floods are re ceding and standing w ate r to pre pare  e m e rge ncy re sponse m aps in support of re lie f
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