


The Advantages of Integrated Landscape 
Management 
Integrated landscape management offers specific 
advantages for implementation of  the SDGs compared to 
sector-specific implementation plans.
1. Generate solutions that achieve multiple 

objectives at once. For example, a cross-sector 
program for watershed restoration can spur 
economic activity, improve agricultural productivity, 
foster biodiversity and contribute to climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, as well as improve water 
availability and quality. Adopting a landscape approach 
that systematically considers multiple sectors and 
diverse stakeholder needs enhances overall policy and 
program coherence and effectiveness.

2. Improve inter-sectoral coordination and cost-
effectiveness at multiple levels. Coordinated 
strategies and plans encourage synergies among 
national, sub-national, and local governments, and 
make best use of  scarce financial resources by reducing 
redundancies and increasing sustainable development 
returns on investment through effective planning and 
decision making at all levels of  government. 

3. Empower communities through multi-
stakeholder processes. ILM is an inclusive, 
participatory process that engages all stakeholders—
including women, youth, mobile communities, 
indigenous peoples, smallholder producers and other 
marginalized and vulnerable peoples—in collaborative 
decision-making and  management of  natural 
resources, agricultural lands, biological diversity, and 
culturally important resources. 

4. Enhance transboundary and regional 
cooperation. An integrated landscape approach 
considers ecological connectivity, economic 
cooperation, and labor migration all in one 
framework. By providing a platform for multi-
stakeholder participation and negotiation and shared 
learning, ILM promotes dialogue and cooperation at 
all levels. 

5. Contribute to national and regional strategies 
for addressing climate change. By bridging 
science, practice and policy, climate smart landscapes 
can achieve mitigation, adaptation and agricultural 
production objectives while ensuring environmental 
sustainability.

The Sustainable Development Agenda reflects a 
shared understanding that a more integrated and 
coherent policy framework is the only viable way 
forward. The Landscapes for People, Food and 
Nature Initiative provides the leadership and expertise 
in integrated landscape management needed to 
achieve each of  the Sustainable Development Goals. 

COUNTRIES THAT ARE LEADING THE WAY IN 
INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
Rwanda has adopted a national landscape 
restoration strategy with a goal of improving 
rural livelihoods while enhancing forest 
and land resources. Ethiopia is overcoming 
chronic food insecurity with landscape 
approaches to agricultural restoration and 
water management. In Colombia, public-
private partnerships for integrated watershed 
management are improving water quality and 
lowering municipal water treatment costs 
while also reducing business risks for food 
and beverage manufacturers. Indonesia is 
adopting integrated landscape approaches to 
conserve forest in areas of rapid agricultural 
development. Eight nations in Central America 
are implementing an area-based approach to 
rural development that supports participatory 
regional planning to address agriculture, 
environment, health, human development and 
climate change in an integrated way.
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