
Claudia Sadoff
Director General
c.sadoff@cgiar.org
IWMI Headquarters
Colombo, Sri Lanka
English
Water security, water resources 
management, water and growth, 
transboundary waters, water and 
climate change

Mark Smith
Deputy Director General - 
Research for Development
mark.smith@cgiar.org
IWMI Headquarters
Colombo, Sri Lanka
English
Water resources, river basin 
management, agriculture, climate 
change, water governance and 
sustainable development

Julie van der Bliek
Director, Partnerships and 
Knowledge Management 

j.vanderbliek@cgiar.org

IWMI Italy
Rome, Italy

English and Dutch

Business development, strategic 
planning, land use planning
T: +31 6 2151 6366 

Diana Suhardiman
Research Group Leader - 
Governance and Gender 

d.suhardiman@cgiar.org

IWMI Southeast Asia Office
Vientiane, Lao PDR

English, Indonesian and Dutch 

Political economy and political 
ecology of water governance, 
transboundary waters, policy and 
institutions

Miriam Otoo
Research Group Leader - 
Resource Recovery and Reuse

m.otoo@cgiar.org

IWMI Headquarters
Colombo, Sri Lanka

English and French
 

Economics of resource recovery and 
reuse, rural-urban food systems, 
agricultural markets and 
entrepreneurship, experimental 
economics

Sonali Senaratna Sellamuttu
IWMI Country Representative - 
South East Asia and Myanmar

s.senaratnasellamuttu@cgiar.org

IWMI Southeast Asia and Myanmar 
Yangon, Myanmar

English and Sinhala

Aquatic ecosystems (wetlands), 
ecosystem services, biodiversity, 
natural resource management, 
building livelihood resilience, 
climate change

Winston Yu
Principal Researcher and 
Senior Advisor

w.yu@cgiar.org

IWMI USA
Washington, DC, USA

English

Water security, irrigation, hydrology, 
flood management, groundwater, 
international rivers, water 
institutions and economics, 
climate change 

Alan Nicol
Strategic Program Director - 
Water, Growth and Inclusion

a.nicol@cgiar.org

IWMI East Africa
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

English, basic Arabic and French

Political economy and water 
governance, transboundary river 
basin management, natural 
resources and livelihoods, gender 
and development, migration and 
social transformation

World Water Week 2019

All the experts listed here are attending the event in 
Stockholm. Their specialist areas and languages spoken are 
listed below. Please feel free to contact them or leave a message 
at the IWMI exhibition booth.



The International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) 

is a non-profit, scientific 
research organization 

dedicated to providing water 
solutions for sustainable, 

climate-resilient 
development. 

(www.iwmi.org)

IWMI is one of 15 research 
centers of CGIAR, a global 
research partnership for a 

food-secure future. 
(www.cgiar.org)

The CGIAR Research Program 
on Water, Land and 
Ecosystems (WLE), 

led by IWMI, is a global 
research-for-development 

program connecting partners 
to deliver sustainable 

agriculture solutions that 
enhance our natural resources 
– and the lives of people that 

rely on them. 
(wle.cgiar.org)

Mohamed Aheeyar
Researcher

m.aheeyar@cgiar.org

IWMI Headquarters
Colombo, Sri Lanka

English, Tamil and Sinhala

Agricultural water management, 
water governance, institutions, 
policy, agricultural economics, 
agrarian development

Karen Villholth 
Research Group Leader - Resilient 
and Sustainable Groundwater

k.villholth@cgiar.org

IWMI Southern Africa
Pretoria, South Africa

English
 

Groundwater management and 
governance, groundwater-based 
natural infrastructure, transbound-
ary aquifers, groundwater and food 
security/climate change, Groundwa-
ter Solutions Initiative for Policy and 
Practice (GRIPP) – partnership for 
groundwater management

Everisto Mapedza
Senior Researcher - Social and 
Institutional Scientist

e.mapedza@cgiar.org

IWMI West Africa
Accra, Ghana

English, Shona, basic Ndebele

Water and gender, institutions and 
governance of water resources, 
drought policy in developing 
countries

Likimyelesh Nigussie
Research Officer

l.nigussie@cgiar.org

IWMI East Africa and Nile Basin
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

English and Amharic

Undertakes qualitative research 
focusing on social inclusion, 
institutions and governance

Gitta Shrestha 
Senior Research Officer - Social 
Equity and Gender Equality

g.shrestha@cgiar.org 

IWMI Nepal 
Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepali, English, Hindi, Bengali
Gender, social justice, water 
governance, migration, feminist 
political ecology, masculinities

Petra Schmitter
Research Group Leader - 
Agricultural Water Management

p.schmitter@cgiar.org

IWMI Myanmar
Yangon, Myanmar

Dutch, English, German, French
Agricultural water management, land 
use change, catchment hydrology, 
water quality and water productivity

Samurdhi Ranasinghe
Communications Officer (IWMI)

s.ranasinghe@cgiar.org

IWMI Headquarters
Colombo, Sri Lanka
English and Sinhala 
T: +94 76 901542

Niroshini Fernando
Communication and Knowledge 
Management Specialist (WLE)

n.fernando@cgiar.org

IWMI Headquarters
Colombo, Sri Lanka

English and Sinhala
T: +94 77 7559261

Michelle Ng
Digital Innovations Analyst

m.ng@cgiar.org 

IWMI Headquarters
Colombo, Sri Lanka
English
Human-computer interaction, media 
studies, environmental studies

Barbara van Koppen
Rural Sociologist and Gender Expert

b.vankoppen@cgiar.org

IWMI Southern Africa
Pretoria, South Africa

English, French and Dutch

Governance, water law, multiple-use 
water services (MUS), gender, poverty


