MEXICO

INTRODUCTION

based on information provided by Antonio Rogel Bahena, and information derived from
Saunders & Saunders (1981)

Mexico has an area of 1,972,355 km?, almost equally distributed on either side of the Tropic of
Cancer, and a population of about 70,000,000, There are 6,760 km of coastline on the Pacific,
and 2,900 km on the Gulf of Mexico. The country incorporates parts of two biogeographical
realms, the Nearctic and the Neotropical, and thus possesses a great diversity in its fauna and
flora.

The central region of Mexico consists of an immense plateau bordered by two great
mountain systems, the Sierra Madre Oriental and the Sierra Madre Occidental, which almost
parallel the coasts and have peaks rising to over 3,000m. The ceniral plateau rises gradually
from an elevation of approximately 900-1200m in the north to about 2,600m south of Mexico
City. Almost the entire plateau is dry, and there are isolated mountains rising like istands to
3,000m, In the past, there were numerous natural lakes on the plateau, but for various reasons
most of these have dried out. The two mountain systems end abruptly at the coastal plains,
which vary greatly in width and are crossed by numerous rivers subject to seasonal flooding.
Flooding is extensive in the delta regions which coatain a series of lagoons of special
importance for wintering populations of migratory waterfowl. The two cordilleras unite in the
region of the Valle de Mexico, forming the Sierra Madre del Sur, which continues eastwards
through a zone of low elevation (245m) and connects with the higher Sierra de Chiapas in the
east. To the north and northeast of these sierras, the terrain descends to the plains of Tabasco,
a vast delta region with extensive lakes and marshes, and the lowlands of Campeche, Yucatan
and Quiritana Roo on the Yucatan Peninsula. This peninsula is a caicareous plain, lacking
mountains and rivers. The water courses are subterranean, coming to the surface near the coast
and giving rise to a series of wetlands. The lagoons situated in the north of the peninsula are
.one of the most important areas for migratory waterfowl in Mexico.

On the central plateau, the climate is temperate, with wide variations in temperature
between day and night. The rainfall shows considerable regional variation but in general, the
winter is the dry season and the summer the wet. In the lowlands, below 750m, the climate is
tropical, with high humidity and rainfall in the Gulf of Mexico and a much drier climate along
the Pacific coast. Hurricanes dlong the Gulf Coast have on several occasions had a destructive
effect on wetlands. In the Yucatan Peninsula the coastal lagoons have still not recovered from
the effects of the hurricanes in the 1930s and 1940s, when large areas of mangroves were
destroyed.

Institutional Base for Wetland Conservation and Research

There are many state or private organizations in Mexico dedicated to cobservation and
research, and a number of these include wetlands and/or waterfowl in their programme of
activities. Some of the principal organizations are as follows:

Direccion General de Parques, Reservas y Areas Ecologicas Protegidas (Secretaria de
Desarrollo Urbano y Ecologia); responsible for protected areas.

Direccion General de Flora and Fauna Silvestres (Secretaria de Desarrollc Urbano vy
Ecologia), conducts research including studies relating to the conservation of Phoenicopterus
ruber and Pandion haliaetus.

Direccion de Flora y Fauna Acuaticas (Direccion General de Flora y Fauna Silvestres); a
recently created body, responsible for the preparation of an inventory of aquatic flora and
fauna,

Comision del Lago Texcoco (Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos Hidraulicos);, concerned
with the investigation and conservation of Lago Texcoco,

Instituto Nacional en la Investigacion sobre Recursos Bioticos (INIREB); carries out
ecological and ethological studies of turtles, crocodiles and other aquatic species.
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