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Globally, droughts, floods, market and labour
opportunities have led to huge shifts in
populations from rural to urban areas,
especially in developing countries.  It is
estimated that 88% of the one billion
projected growth in the global population by
2015 will take place primarily in cities in
developing countries (UNDP, 1998).

Increased urbanization creates tremendous
challenges in the provision of infrastructure,
employment, environmental management,
food security, nutrition and health. In this
context Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture
(UPA) can make significant contributions by
acting as a

Source of livelihoods for a range of
urban and peri-urban beneficiaries
Means of addressing urban and peri-
urban food and nutritional security
Means of utilizing bio-degradable
urban waste thus facilitating an
improvement in the urban environ-
ment and the return of recycleable
nutrients to UPA production systems

Means of re-cycling urban wastewater
(following appropriate risk mitigation options
to prevent negative impacts to producers and
consumers as well as soil and water resources)
Catalyst for micro-enterprise
development
Means of achieving gender and social
equity
Means of achieving optimum land
utilization
Source of urban micro-ecosystems
and ecology by providing green zones
and carbon sinks as a means of
mitigating Climate Change
Education tool and means of
recreation

1.1 RUAF  Cities Farming for the Future
(RUAF-CFF) Project

In 2005  the RUAF -CFF (Cities Farming for the
Future) Project was initiated to stimulate the
participatory and multi-stakeholder formulation
and implementation of local policies and action
plans on urban and peri-urban agriculture that

1.0 Introduction...
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will support farmers livelihoods while
safeguarding municipal concerns related to
health and other issues.  The RUAF-CFF
Project will directly contribute to achieving
MDGs (1 & 7)

The main objectives of RUAF-CFF
programme are to contribute to

urban poverty reduction
urban food security
improved urban environmental
management
gender and social equity
empowerment of urban and peri-
urban farmers and
participatory city governance.

Multi-stakeholder processes are increasingly
considered an essential element of policy
design, development and implementation.  It
is considered to be critical that people and
organizations from a diversity of backgrounds
work together in order to achieve sustainable
and equitable solutions to the current challenges
associated with urban development and the
realization of a Sustainable City .

Therefore, a fundamental component of the
RUAF-CFF programme is to establish a Multi-
stakeholder Process for Action planning and
Policy Design (MPAP) that will create an
equitable and mutually acceptable policy
environment for UPA.

In each pilot city in the South Asia, namely,
Hyderabad and Bangalore in India and
Gampaha in Sri Lanka (Figure 1), it is envisaged
that the MPAP process will involve the
following activities

Inception Workshop
The establishment of a local city based
UPA enabling Team
A n exploratory study:  Stakeholder
analysis, training and information
needs assessment, UPA related
situation analysis and policy analysis
Strengthen existing capacity through a
MPAP/ UPA Capacity Building
workshop and sub-sequent stake-
holder specific training initiatives
Presentation of the findings of the
exploratory study to a Multi-

Figure 1. Multi-stakeholder Action Planning Process adopted by the RUAF-CFF Project:

N.B.  M & E = Monitoring and Evaluation

1.0 Introduction...

MDGs = Million Development               
Goals
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Stakeholder Forum and at a Policy
Awareness Seminar
Development of a series of road
maps/ action plans that will address
key constraints/ opportunities to
sustainable and economically viable
UPA
Init iat ion of a co-funded Pilot
Project in each pilot city as identified
during the action planning process
Work towards the formation of
gender equitable policies that will
facilitate the inclusion of UPA in
long-ter m Municipal Planning

1.2 What is Urban and Peri-Urban
Agriculture (UPA)?

Conventionally, agriculture is defined as the
process of producing food, feed, fiber and
other desired products by the cultivation of
certain plants and the raising of domesticated
animals. The definition of UPA varies on a
project basis and as dictated by institutional
mandates, policy opportunities and restrictions
and, on individual perceptions.

FAO-COAG (1999) states that: Urban and Peri-
Urban Agriculture are agriculture practices
within and around cities which compete for
resources (land, water, energy and labour) that
could also serve other purposes to satisfy the
requirements of the urban population .

Mougeot, 2000 defines urban agriculture as the
growing of plants and the raising of animals
for food and other uses within urban and peri-
urban areas, as well as the related production

of inputs and the processing and marketing of
products.
IDRC (International Development Research Centre)
Canada gives the definition of UPA as:  Urban
and Peri-Urban agriculture or UPA is an
industry located within or on the fringe of a
town, a city or a metropolis, which grows or
raises, processes and distributes, diversity of
food and non food products, (re) using largely
human and material resources, products and
services found in and around the urban areas .

The most important characteristic of urban
agriculture is not its location, but the fact that
it is part of and interacts with the urban
ecological and economic system. UPA is
embedded in and interacting with the urban
ecosystem. Such linkages include the use of
urban residents as labourers, use of typical
urban resources (like organic waste as compost
and urban wastewater for irrigation), direct links
with urban consumers, direct impacts on urban
ecology (positive and negative), being part of
the urban food system, competing for land with
other urban functions, being influenced by
urban policies and plans, etc.

1.3 Urban and Peri-Urban Agriculture: A
global perspective:

Globally, an estimated 800 million people are
engaged in some form of urban farming,
whether tending home gardens or working in
commercial livestock, aquaculture, forestry or
greenhouse operations (New Agriculturist on
line report (www.new-agri.co.uk)).  Table 1
summarizes examples of the global
contribution extent of UPA.

1.0 Introduction...

http://www.new-agri.co.uk
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Livelihoods and Income Generation

City Examples & Case Studies

Dakar, Senegal More than 15,000 jobs are generated through UPA activities. There
are more than 4000 family vegetable farms and more than 250 poultry
units.

Dar E s Salaam,
Tanzania

UA forms at least 60% of the informal sector and is the second largest
urban employer. 35,000 households depend on fruit and vegetable
production for income.

Kampala, Uganda Approximately 30% of the households are engaged in UPA, 75% of
which are female headed households

Governador Valadares
Brazil

45% of the population practices a form of UPA. It amounts to 1.17
% of the GDP

Rosario, Argentina More than 10,000 families are involved in Urban Farming. More than
3,500 families are involved in marketing, obtaining a monthly income
ranging from 40 USD to 150 USD

Cagayan De O ro ,
Philippines

About 40% households are engaged in some form of UPA. 96% of
the elementary schools pract ice UPA. Cagayan D e O ro has an
allotment garden program, which enables multiple functional land use
such as food security, income generat ion, nutrient recycling of
biodegradable household wastes as well as being used as a place for
community and family affairs.

Shanghai, China 2.7 million farmers are practicing UPA. The income from UPA
contributes to 2 % of the GDP.

Food Security

Havana, Cuba In the early 1990s, faced with food shortages and widespread hunger,
city dwellers began growing food on rooftops, in schoolyards and in
front of office buildings. More than 1.0 million tons of food is now
produced within the city limits. Cuba has become a world-class
laboratory for organic farming.

Accra, Ghana 90% of the perishable vegetables are produced within the city limits

Addis Ababa, E thiopia 79% of milk and 30% of vegetables required by the city are produced
within the city.

Dar E s Salaam,
Tanzania

90% of leafy vegetables, 60% of the city daily milk supply are
produced within the city limits

Harare, Z imbabwe 60% of the city requirement for vegetables, milk and meat are
produced within the city.

Hanoi, Vietnam 80% of fresh vegetable, 50% of pork,  poultry, and fresh water fish
and 40% of eggs of city daily requirements are farmed in the city.

Shanghai, China 60% of cities vegetables, 90% of the city's eggs, 100% of city's milk
and 50% of the pork and poultry meat come from within the city.

Socio-Economic Issues

Mumbai D evelopment of city farms by street children was launched in
Mumbai to improve the socio-economic condit ion of dest itute
children through integrated environmental management.

Kolkatta The fish farming taking place in Calcutta's wetland supplies one fifth
of greater Calcutta's fish. The city sewage that feeds the ponds is
appropriately treated through methods developed by fishermen over
the years.

Table 1: Global scenario of UPA contribution to the cities in terms of livelihoods and income generation
and food security

1.0 Introduction...
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1.4 What are the various forms of UPA?

1. Introduction...


