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SIMA

Call for Proposals Capacity Building in Eastern and Southern Africa:

Knowledge Translation

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11) Rationale and Background 

Since 1996, IDRC’s Ecosystem Approaches to Human Health Program Initiative (Ecohealth PI) has supported a wide range of applied research initiatives in Sub-Saharan Africa. There has been significant interest in extending and consolidating this informal network of Ecohealth scientists and practitioners into “communities of practice in Ecohealth” (COPEH), building capacity in the advancement and use of the conceptual framework, methodologies and tools for research and development interventions, as well as strengthening links to policy development. 

The development of such COPEH in West and Central Africa over the past year has been extremely successful in bringing regional researchers together in promoting regional networks and building a greater understanding of the Ecohealth framework. The Ecohealth PI would now like to complement this initiative by supporting greater regional cohesion among partners in Eastern and Southern Africa. Within this region, there are several strong partners who may benefit from and greatly contribute to the development of a regional COPEH. The System-wide Initiative on Malaria and Agriculture (SIMA), which has been supported by Ecohealth since its creation in 2001, is among the existing research groups that may contribute to the development of a COPEH. This call will contribute to one component of several capacity building initiatives to begin the formation of a COPEH in East and Southern Africa. Similar capacity building activities are also being planned with other groups in Southern and Eastern Africa and opportunities to consolidate all the groups in the region will be proposed in the near future. 

SIMA was created to i) study the complex linkages between socio-cultural, economic and environmental factors (productive activities) and malaria, ii) contribute to the reduction of malaria resulting in improved health and well being, increased agricultural productivity, and poverty alleviation; and iii) encourage CGIAR centers to pay more attention to potential linkages between natural resource management and health issues. SIMA has committed to reaching these goals by promoting research and capacity building to increase the understanding of the links between malaria and agriculture and to test innovative interventions to reinforce existing malaria control strategies under different agricultural systems.  

The network has received support from USAID (EHP program), AFDB, the Dutch government, the World Bank and IDRC. It has supported research activities in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Ghana, and exploratory activities in Mozambique and Ethiopia. IDRC’s support to SIMA was designed as part of a long-term commitment by IDRC/Ecohealth to the emerging body of work on the linkages between malaria and agriculture in Eastern and Southern Africa. 

During the last four years, SIMA supported the generation of new knowledge on the complex linkages between malaria and agriculture through transdisciplinary approaches and the involvement of multiple stakeholders as research partners. Most projects supported through this first phase of SIMA now face the challenge of translating this knowledge into concrete interventions. It is important, to address this challenge, to carefully reflect on the conditions necessary to translate the knowledge generated in the first phases of the projects into effective interventions.

Therefore, in order to capitalize on the work completed over the past 4 years, the Ecohealth PI invites the different research teams supported through the SIMA network and who have completed their research activities, to submit small grant proposals to strengthen communities’ and research partners’ capacity in knowledge translation. 

Knowledge Translation is an on-going, iterative process that requires active participation in applying research results to transform community and individual practice. By conceptualizing research as a learning process, knowledge translation focuses on the development of evidence-based interventions and encourages specific behaviour changes. 

This call for proposals is not seeking to fund the knowledge translation interventions themselves, but rather the preparatory process required to understand and develop the conditions and approaches that are necessary for effective and locally relevant knowledge translation activities.

2) Specific Objectives

The capacity building initiatives undertaken through this call should develop expertise in the design and preparation required for effective interventions that respond to local needs.  Through a participatory and community-based approach, this initiative aims to strengthen local capacities in developing and understanding the scope of conditions that affect the long term success of community specific knowledge translation strategies that engage community members and key stakeholders at multiple levels.

Proposals should outline how activities tailored to the local context will contribute to building capacities in communities for knowledge translation, while allowing for learning and local experimentation throughout the process. 

This call for proposals is not competitive; each research group that has completed its research activities has the opportunity to access funds for capacity building activities in knowledge translation. Following the review and approval of proposals, each team may receive up to 20 % of the original grant provided through the first phase of SIMA, up to a maximum of CAD $ 20,000, which will be usable for the design, implementation and evaluation of these initiatives. Capacity building initiatives may last up to 3 months and may take place anytime over a 6-month period from November 2006- April 2007. 

Proposals will be reviewed and further development may be required if suggested by the Proposal Review Committee. Proposals should be formulated as concise texts of not more than five A4 pages (Times New Roman - 12 point), outlining the following:

· Clear and well defined objectives for capacity building activities

· Brief description of the research problem statement and most significant results to date 

· Describe how principles and practices of community participation will be employed throughout the activities (design, implementation, learning) 

· Describe the capacity building methodology and explain how community members (women and men) will be involved, and how development and implementation of activities will take account of gender and equity considerations  

· Describe types and extent of capacity building among the research team, institution and the community

· Explain how transdisciplinary approaches will be incorporated into capacity building activities 

· Describe the capability of the Research Team to manage the project and if/how team composition is suitable for the tasks proposed

· Address any ethical issues and challenges 

· Provide a sound and appropriate budget

· Provide a tentative schedule (Chronogram) for all activities relevant to capacity building activities 

3) Timeline of Call and Capacity Building Initiatives 

Proposals may be submitted in French or English by email to ecohealth@idrc.ca with the subject “SIMA Knowledge Translation Proposal”. Proposals must be received by August 31, 2006. 

Proposals will be reviewed by a Proposal Review Committee in September and feedback will be provided to the applicants at the end of September. Funds will be released at the end October and teams will have from November 2006 until the end of April 2007 to complete their capacity building initiatives. 

If you have any questions about this Call for Proposals, do no hesitate to contact adion@idrc.ca, rdeplaen@idrc.ca or ecohealth@idrc.ca
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