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Involvement of poor in water management stressed

An international workshop in Dhaka yesterday recommended involvement of the community including the poor in water management programme. 

The two day workshop on "Pro-poor Intervention Strategies in Irrigated Agriculture of Asia- the Bangladesh case" which concluded yesterday was jointly organised by Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad (BUP) and International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Sri Lank. It was held at BIAM auditorium. 

It said pro-poor interventions and good practices noticed in Pabna and G-K irrigation projects need to be acknowledged, disseminated and replicated. Further in-depth research on financial and environmental viability of those for the poor was required, it continued. 

Increase of non-farm income for the poor in large scale irrigation projects has to be assessed and mechanism has to be initiated to promote these sources of income benefiting the poor, it said. 

The workshop in its recommendation observed that involvement of community including the poor in water management aspects through designed institutional development would open up economic front of agricultural production, with crop diversification, involving high value crops requiring less water for irrigation. 

To supply water for irrigation at an optimum level for bringing specified area under irrigation, the system has to be rehabilitated as necessary, the workshop recommended. Once water was made available equitably, poor sections of the farming community was expected to benefit most, it said. 

Chairman of BUP Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad presented the key-note paper. Vice chancellor of North South University Dr Hafiz GA Siddiqui presided. Resident Representative of Asian Development Bank (ADB) Toru Sibuichi also addressed the workshop. Dr ATM Shamsul Huda and MH Siddiqi Bir Uttam chaired two technical sessions. 

IWMI Representative Dr Intiaz Hussain participated in the workshop. Bangladesh participants included about 100 water experts from various government research and non-government organisations( The Independent )

 

