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Scientists say risk of water wars rising

Patrick McLoughlin (Reuters)
Stockholm, August 21

The risk of wars being fought over water @E} LIS T (e
is rising because of explosive global
population growth and widespread 8 Feedback
complacency, scientists said on Friday.
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"We have had oil wars," said Professor
William Mitsch. "That's happened in our
lifetime. Water wars are possible."
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Scientists at the World Water Week
conference which began on Sunday in
Stockholm said that ignorance and
complacency were widespread in
wealthier countries.

"I don't know what will shake these

regions out of complacency other than

the fact there will be droughts, pestilence

and wars that break out over water

rights," said Mitsch, professor of natural resources at Ohio State
University.

Mitsch told Reuters potential flashpoints included the Middle East.

"Continuing on our present path will mean more conflict," a report by
International Water Management Institute (IWMI) said.
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