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A group of Tak villagers has filed administrative lawsuits against six state agencies and senior officials for alleged dereliction of duty in dealing with cadmium contamination in rice
fields in Mae Sot District.

The six defendants are the National Environment Committee, the Pollution Control Committee, the Land Development Committee, the agriculture and cooperatives minister, the
industry minister, and the director-general of Primary Industries and Mines.

In the lawsuit, lodged yesterday with the Phitsanulok Provincial Administration Court, the plaintiffs demanded agencies concerned declare tambons Mae Tao, Mae Ku and Prathat
Pha Daeng environmental protection zones; set up a 100 million baht health fund in each tambon; and pay compensation to affected residents of 15,000 baht a rai for damage
caused to their farmland.

Cadmium contamination was detected in early 2004 by foreign scientists from the International Water Management Institute, which found that several hundred villagers in the
tambons had high levels of cadmium in their blood, suspected to have come from eating cadmium-contaminated rice.

State agencies inspected the area and concluded the cadmium contamination, covering around 13,200 rai, occurred naturally as the area was located near cadmium and zinc
deposits. Villagers, however, accused the giant zinc mining firm Padaeng Industry, which operates a zinc mine nearby, of being the polluter.

Srisuwan Janya, chairman of the Anti-Global Warming Association, who led the 32 villagers to file the lawsuit, said his association had begun collecting evidence about the impact
of cadmium contamination after affected villagers contacted him last year.

The evidence included research findings, health records of affected residents, blood samples of local residents living in cadmium-tainted areas and samples of contaminated rice
grains.

Court officials have yet to rule if they will accept the case for trial.

Rai Prompee, 75, one of the affected residents in tambon Mae Tao, said he had suffered from contamination. His paddy fields and water sources were also tainted with the toxic
substance.

Yannaphan Paimeesap, 33, a Karen villager living in tambon Prathat Pha Daeng, said he and the other villagers were badly affected as their community was located near mining
areas.

Padaeng Industry yesterday defended its mining operations, saying it has followed environmental standards and regulations. In its press release, the firm said its environmental
impact assessment plan had received approval from all the relevant agencies.

Studies conducted by several agencies could not find the cause of the cadmium contamination in the Mae Tao river, the firm said.
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