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Help Avoid Water Scarcity and Meet Growing Food Demands

Water scarcity and land degradation are the most prominent constraints for food production in drylands, which support

one third of the world's population, up to 44 per cent of its cultivated systems and about 50 per cent of its livestock.

Among its recommendations for drylands, the report suggests creating corridors to promote the movement of
livestock, which can reduce overgrazing and land degradation caused when animals are confined to small areas, as
well as cultivating local plants better adapted to dry conditions.

In addition to boosting food security, the report notes that an ecosystem services approach to agriculture can also
help raise living standards and income. The Peruvian Amazon, for example, is home to indigenous communities that
rely on forest ecosystem services for their food supply, livelihoods and cultural practices. Recently, conservation
groups have been working with local people to develop agricultural and economic resources.

Through better ecosystem management, some 600 families saw their incomes increase, mainly through revenues
from more productive fish farms and agroforestry. Increased food production came hand-in-hand with conservation
plans, which were developed for 16 forest communities.

Source: United Nations
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