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Farming overhaul vital for
food, water security: UN

Agricultural methods need to be radically overhauled
to ensure food production rises to meet increasing
demand but that water resources are not depleted
further by doing so, research showed on Monday.

A radical overhaul of agriculture could create farms
that enhance, rather than degrade, the world's
ecosystems, said a report led by the United Nations'
Environment Programme and the International Water
Management Institute (IWMI).

"Managing water for food and ecosystems will bring great benefits, but there is no
escaping the urgency of the situation," said David Molden, deputy director general
for research at IWMI.

"We are heading for disaster if we don't change our practices from business as
usual," he added.

Water limits are close to being "reached or being breached" in areas such as
northern China, India's Punjab and western United States, said the report, entitled
'An Ecosystem Services Approach to Water and Food Security'.

It warns that the number of people living in conditions of water scarcity could rise to 2 billion from
1.6 billion if the intensification of agriculture is not changed.

"People underestimate the amount of water used to make food. An average 2,000-3,000 litres per
day is needed to produce food per person, compared to 200-300 litres for household use per
day," Molden told Reuters.

"On a global scale, we are likely to produce (enough) food but that doesn't solve the
environmental problems and locally, we are already seeing the crunch."

The world's population is forecast to rise to over 9 billion by 2050 from its current 6.9 billion,
putting more strain on resources.

"We need to double food production if population goes up by a third, because people eat more
meat and vegetables. And if we don't change water practices, we need to find 70% more water,"
Molden said.

To achieve both food and environmental security, governments need to provide incentives to
farmers to adopt more sustainable agricultural practices, he added.

Farmers need to think about their business as more than just food production, while consumers
need to demand good agricultural methods.

There are many opportunities to use trees on dry-land farms to intensify the amount of food
produced per hectare of land while improving the local ecosystem, the report found.

By integrating trees and hedgerows, farmers can prevent runoff and soil erosion and preserve
more water for feeding their crops.
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Last month, a separate UN report said a sharp move away from large-scale, intensive systems of
agriculture was essential if growing environmental and land degradation was to be halted.

Tags: Agricultural methods, food production rises, water resources, increasing demand, IWMI, International Water
Management Institute, United Nations' Environment Programme, world's ecosystems

Moneycontrol.com offers you a choice of various
sectoral and other newsletters for FREE!

Explore Moneycontrol
STOCKS     A | B | C | D | E | F | G | H | I | J | K | L | M | N | O | P | Q | R | S | T | U | V | W | X | Y | Z | Others

MUTUAL FUNDS     A | B | C | D | E | F | G | H | I | J | K | L | M | N | O | P | Q | R | S | T | U | V | W | X | Y | Z

News | Markets | IPO | Technicals | Mutual Fund | Commodities | Best Portfolio Manager | Moneybhai | Budgeting | Insurance | Tax | Retirement | Property | Stocks & Funds
| Fixed Income | Credit Cards | Loans | Salary and negotiation | Entrepreneurship | Tools and Calculators | Advertising & Marketing | Message Board | Bse Sensex | Bombay
Stock Exchange | Share Market Live | Recession 2011 | Bse Sensex | Bombay Stock Exchange | Commodities Price | Silver Price/Rate in India | Gold Price/Rate in India |
Crude Oil | USD to INR | National Stock Exchange |  | Connect.in.com | Business Yellow Pages | Budget: 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 |  Intuit Money
Manager | India's Premiere Technology Guide. | Shopping

Site Map  |  About Us  |  Contact Us  |  Advertise  |  Bookmark  |  Disclaimer  |  Privacy Statement  |  Terms of Use  |  Careers

Copyright © e-Eighteen.com Ltd. All rights reserved. Reproduction of news articles, photos, videos or any other content in whole or in part in any form or medium without express written
permission of moneycontrol.com is prohibited.

http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/fiiview/fedsmeetingmakeorbreakformarketssaysmacquarie_578621.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/fiiview/fedsmeetingmakeorbreakformarketssaysmacquarie_578621.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/fiiview/fedsmeetingmakeorbreakformarketssaysmacquarie_578621.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/at65ishouldnthankerafterpubliclifemurthy_578418.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/at65ishouldnthankerafterpubliclifemurthy_578418.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/at65ishouldnthankerafterpubliclifemurthy_578418.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/jet-airways-expects-h2fy12-to-be-better-thanpast_578610.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/jet-airways-expects-h2fy12-to-be-better-thanpast_578610.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/video/business/jet-airways-expects-h2fy12-to-be-better-thanpast_578610.html
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/notices/14/00/source/BSE
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/notices/14/00/source/BSE
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/agricultural-methods/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/food-production-rises/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/water-resources/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/increasing-demand/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/iwmi/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/international-water-management-institute/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/international-water-management-institute/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/united-nations'-environment-programme/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/world's-ecosystems/

http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/A
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/B
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/C
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/D
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/E
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/F
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/G
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/H
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/I
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/J
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/K
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/L
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/M
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/N
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/O
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/P
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/Q
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/R
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/S
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/T
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/U
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/V
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/W
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/X
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/Y
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/Z
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/stockmarket/pricechartquote/others
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/A
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/B
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/C
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/D
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/E
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/F
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/G
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/H
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/I
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/J
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/K
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/L
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/M
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/N
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/O
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/P
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/Q
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/R
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/S
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/T
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/U
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/V
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/W
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/X
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/Y
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/mutualfunds/mutualfundsinfo/snapshot/Z
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/stocksmarketsindia/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/ipo/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/technicals/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/mutualfundindia/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/commodity/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/bestportfoliomanager/10/38/investment-tool
http://www.moneybhai.com/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/planbudgeting/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/planinsurance/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/plantax/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/planretirement/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/investproperty/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/investstockfunds/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/investfixed/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/spendcreditcard/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/spendloans/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/worksalary/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/workentrepreneurship/
http://wealth.moneycontrol.com/calculator/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/mc_new/markets/marketnews/marketnews.php?category=56
http://mmb.moneycontrol.com/messageboardblogindia
http://www.moneycontrol.com/sensex/bse/sensex-live
http://www.moneycontrol.com/sensex/bse/sensex-live
http://www.moneycontrol.com/sensex/bse/sensex-live
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/share-market-live/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/recession-2011/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/bse-sensex/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/bombay-stock-exchange/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/commodity/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/commodity/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/commodity/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/commodity/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/mccode/currencies/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news-topic/national-stock-exchange/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/newsarticle/rssfeeds/rssfeeds.php
http://connect.in.com/
http://www.yellowpages.co.in/
http://budget.moneycontrol.com/budget2008
http://budget.moneycontrol.com/budget2009
http://budget.moneycontrol.com/2010
http://www.moneycontrol.com/budget2011/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/intuitmoneymanager/index.php
http://www.moneycontrol.com/intuitmoneymanager/index.php
http://tech2.in.com/
http://www.homeshop18.com/
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/sitemap/sitemap.php
http://www.moneycontrol.com/cdata/aboutus.php
http://www.moneycontrol.com/cdata/contact.php
http://adspecs.web18.in/
javascript:bookmarksite('Moneycontrol.com','http://www.moneycontrol.com')
http://www.moneycontrol.com/cdata/disclaim.php
http://www.moneycontrol.com/cdata/prystat.php
http://www.moneycontrol.com/cdata/termsofuse.php
http://www.moneycontrol.com/career/

	moneycontrol.com
	Farming overhaul vital for food, water security: UN - Reuters -


	VyaXR5LXVuXzU3ODU1Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	compsearch: 
	companyname: Enter Company
	input0: 


	VyaXR5LXVuXzU3ODU1Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	s: [ENGLISH]

	VyaXR5LXVuXzU3ODU1Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	topsearch: 
	search_str: Type Here
	input0: 


	VyaXR5LXVuXzU3ODU1Mi5odG1sAA==: 
	nlfrm: 
	email_newsletter: Enter email address
	input3: 




